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A LEVEL RS COMPONENT 2 - PHILOSOPHY

All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1a 2319 13 3.9 20 64.8 72.4
1b 2309 18.8 6.5 30 62.6 72.1
2a 871 11.8 4.6 20 58.9 27.2
2b 869 18.2 7 30 60.5 27.1
3a 1675 12 4.2 20 59.9 52.3
3b 1671 18.3 6.5 30 61.1 52.2
4a 855 10.8 5.3 20 53.8 26.7
4b 863 17.1 7.3 30 56.9 26.9
5a 605 11.7 4.6 20 58.4 18.9
5b 602 18.4 7.3 30 61.4 18.8
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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LAPEDU18916user

Sticky Note

Reference to inductive has been confused.



LAPEDU18916user

Sticky Note

Candidates would do well to remember 'CROP' that is complexity, regularity, order and purpose.



LAPEDU18916user

Sticky Note

Again, minor error but is not a confident start.



LAPEDU18916user

Sticky Note

Crucially the candidate does use the analogy to make the point regarding the universe and God.



LAPEDU18916user

Sticky Note

A distinction between qua regularity and qua purpose could be made. 



LAPEDU18916user

Sticky Note

It is obvious that the candidate has some idea of the aesthetic argument but does not really understand it.







LAPEDU18916user

Sticky Note

The previous point is magnified here. The notion of a benevolent God who allowed humans this appreciation is missing.



LAPEDU18916user

Sticky Note

'Mainly accurate...satisfactory response'.







LAPEDU18916user

Sticky Note

Confused. Should be a posteriori. 



LAPEDU18916user

Sticky Note

Perhaps reference could be made to Hume saying that one cannot know about the growth of humankind by looking at one single hair.



LAPEDU18916user

Sticky Note

A reason would improve the answer.



LAPEDU18916user

Sticky Note

Such as?



LAPEDU18916user

Sticky Note

Some questioning of the claim that the argument lacks empirical evidence would be pertinent here.







LAPEDU18916user

Sticky Note

More information from Hume could be included here.



LAPEDU18916user

Sticky Note

Again, argumentation via the Anthropic Principle would show a candidate presenting a debate.  







LAPEDU18916user

Sticky Note

Evidence, perhaps from human biology or the natural world would exemplify this point.



LAPEDU18916user

Sticky Note

'The main issues raised..identified..addressed'. 
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Sticky Note

Referring to the stage prior to this and the fallen angels is expected for the higher bands.



 

Sticky Note

Biblical support needed: 'and God saw that it was good'.







 

Sticky Note

Evil as a privation with an explanation is expected. Example of blindness being a privation of sight.



 

Sticky Note

Original sin and guilt are concepts loaded with material to develop which this candidate does not do. Overview given but that is all.



 

Sticky Note

More of an emphasis on free will would be useful, emphasising the idea that evil is not God's fault and God retains the characteristics of the God of Classical Theism. 



 

Sticky Note

Not really of much use here. Also the material at the end shows no awareness of his doctrine of The Elect.



 

Sticky Note

The atonement is a relevant inclusion. Again, it needs unpacking to show the true implications. For example, illustrating God's mercy.



 

Sticky Note

This is a challenge to the theodicy.







 

Sticky Note

Begs the question of how something that is established as a theodicy can be, or should be changed.



 

Sticky Note

This is straining to make a point and is not really relevant. Even if both men's ideas are 'still used today' it does not mean Augustine's theodicy is.



 

Sticky Note

Band 2, 7 marks. 'Basic' response.







 

Sticky Note

Big bang and evolution themselves are not relevant. Reference to Scientific findings in terms of inherited guilt is, so some creditworthy material.



 

Sticky Note

Reference to contradictions could be taken somewhere. For example, to show that in the logical age we live in, that which shows contradictions is deemed to be untrustworthy, hence irrelevant. However the candidate does not state this.



 

Sticky Note

Where? Examples needed.







 

Sticky Note

This concerns the adequacy of the theodicy itself rather than its relevance.



 

Sticky Note

'Some valid analysis'. Band 2, 9 marks.
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Leave 
blank 



Sticky Note

This is the 'introduction'. It includes some standard 'blurb' but is it useful? The error in Latin terminology is ignored.
Sometimes it is better to launch straight into an answer. It would have been better to shorten this and possibly mention the idea of 'telos' and introduce order-purpose etc.
e.g. 'The teleological arguments from Tennant and Paley are empirical, based in observation and experience of the world around us...etc.



Sticky Note

This answer has breadth rather than depth here and includes both order and regularity aspects of Paley. Perhaps a more developed explanation of the watch analogy would have improved it.
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Sticky Note

Once again this answer has breadth in Tennant. The general ideas behind Tennant's argument are there and also the correct term matches the correct argument. It could have perhaps mentioned more clearly that beauty has no survival value, or why it is improbable that the complexity of the universe is random. Still, it is accurate.



Sticky Note

Overall, the answer is not perfect and not thorough (Band 5). However, it is much more than 'generally answers the main demands' and it is more than 'mainly accurate' due to the breadth of explanations offered. This is a good response, a strong Band 4 as it hits everything it should without being outstanding. Top end 16/20.



Sticky Note

Once again, the 'a priori' is ignored. Obviously the term is wrong but the idea of empirical and evidence is correct. We do not negatively mark and sometimes under pressure terms can be confused but it is the understanding of the nature of the argument we are assessing and the answer as a whole.



Sticky Note

This point is good and could have been developed.
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Sticky Note

The reference to Hume is relevant even though the point is not totally accurate and more explanation and precision is required here.



Sticky Note

A strong evaluative paragraph. So far the evaluative style has been strong and although the previous paragraph was not totally clear in reasoning, this paragraph presents the counter argument to Tennant's anthropic principle very well. Perhaps it could have linked beauty to this and raised a question?



Sticky Note

The cumulative argument (Swinburne) is used here as part of the evaluation. Good point.
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Sticky Note

Counter argument indicates that cumulative force does not necessarily indicate that all solutions offered are valid.



Sticky Note

Well expressed conclusion - yes the evidence and arguments seem persuasive but they are theologians! 



Sticky Note

'Common' or 'widespread' I think they mean rather than 'community'!



Sticky Note

This could have been developed earlier - i.e. that it is not necessarily science v theology.



Sticky Note

The nature of proof has not been discussed but certainly the answer focuses on effectiveness and is evaluative in style. Despite a wobbly start, a few areas of under development and the odd inaccuracy, this is a well constructed answer.  The analysis is more than satisfactory (Band 3) given the time available although I would be reluctant to call this 'confident, perceptive and thorough' (Band 5). It was awarded mid Band 4 22/30, 'purposeful analysis' and 'effective evaluation' and the 'main issues' addressed. Possibly the occasional lack of detail in evidence and examples means it cannot be top of the Band.
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A Level Generic Band Descriptors  
 


Band 


Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions      20 marks 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  
- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


5 


17-20 marks 
 Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  
 An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question 


set.  
 The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 


examples. 
 Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where 


appropriate. 
 Insightful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 
 An extensive range of views of scholars/schools of thought used accurately and effectively. 
 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


13-16 marks 
 Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  
 A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 
 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 
 Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Purposeful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 
 A range of scholarly views/schools of thought used largely accurately and effectively. 
 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


3 


9-12 marks 
 Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  
 A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 
 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of 


evidence and examples. 
 Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Sensible connections made between the various approaches studied. 
 A basic range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 
 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


5-8 marks 
 Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and 


relevance.  
 A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 
 The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence 


and examples. 
 Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Makes some basic connections between the various approaches studied. 
 A limited range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 
 Some accurate use of some specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-4 marks 
 Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 


relevance.  
 A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  
 The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of evidence 


and examples. 
 Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Little or no use of scholarly views/schools of thought. 
 Very few or no connections made between the various approaches studied. 
 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


 
N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 
'knowledge in isolation' 


0  No relevant information. 
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions   30 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


25-30 marks 


 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised 
by the question set. 


 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed 
reasoning and/or evidence. 


 The views of scholars/schools of thought are used extensively, appropriately and in 
context. 


 Confident and perceptive analysis of the nature of connections between the various 
elements of the approaches studied. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


19-24 marks 


 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Views of scholars/schools of thought are used appropriately and in context. 


 Purposeful analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of 
the approaches studied. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


3 


13-18 marks 


 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have 


generally been addressed. 


 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Views of scholars/schools of thought are generally used appropriately and in context. 


 Sensible analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 


approaches studied. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


7-12 marks 


 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially 


addressed. 


 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with 


reason and/or evidence. 


 Basic use of the views of scholars/schools of thought appropriately and in context. 


 Makes some analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of 
the approaches studied. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-6 marks 


 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question 


set.  


 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


 Little or no use of the views of scholars/schools of thought. 


 Limited analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 


approaches studied. 


 Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


0  No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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GCE A LEVEL RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 


SUMMER 2018 MARK SCHEME 
 


COMPONENT 2 – PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION 
 


To be read in conjunction with the generic level descriptors provided. 
 


Section A  
 


1. (a) Examine different versions of the teleological argument for the existence of 
God as presented by Paley and Tennant. [AO1 20] 


 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant points 
should be credited.  


 


 Both arguments use an ‘a posteriori’ argument which is inductive and 
based on empirical experience. It relies on the notion that certain aspects 
of the universe display evidence of being deliberately designed.  


 Both infer the existence of God from a particular aspect or character of 
the world. For Paley it is focused on order, regularity and purpose.  Order, 
regularity and purpose are seen as marks of design. Beneficial order 
could not have happened by chance. Therefore, we must be directed to 
something that has intelligence, which we call God. God exists as the 
explanation of beneficial order. 


 Paley argues by analogy - Paley’s watch – the universe is like a complex 
machine which requires intelligent design. The working of watch is 
analogous to workings of universe, natural phenomena – structure of 
eyes, wings, are additional proof that universe is intelligently designed. 


 Tennant focuses on the idea of beauty and develops an aesthetic 
argument. The beauty of the world, art, music, literature, suggests 
intelligent designer who wants creation to be enjoyed. The ‘Anthropic 
Principle’ also highlights intelligent design because of the universe’s 
suitability for human life. 


 Nature seems to plan in advance for the needs of animals and humans. 
This cannot be accounted for by physical laws alone. 


 Intricate relationships found in science relating to the development of 
living organisms show that things cannot have just happened – it looks 
like the presence of overall direction, working together for our benefit, just 
as if the universe knows that we are coming. 


 
 


This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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 (b) ‘The teleological arguments for God’s existence are not effective.’ 
 
  Evaluate this view.  [AO2 30] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant points 
should be credited.  


 


 There are a number of teleological arguments so expect more than one to 
be referred to. 


 One focus to support the statement may be the concept of proof. The 
teleological arguments are inductive and so can only lead to probabilities. 
It is valid deductive arguments that offer proof. 


 A line of argument is to show that the arguments are flawed. For instance 
if Paley’s argument is considered reference to Hume’s criticisms and 
others, may be given. There is the issue of the use of an unsound analogy 
– our world is not like a machine, it is more organic than mechanical. 
Similar effects do not necessarily imply similar causes. The analogy leads 
to a non-moral God because of the existence of natural evil. It suggests 
that the designer is evil or weak. 


 Further support for the statement may focus on other explanations for 
apparent order, especially Darwin and the theory of evolution. This could 
be seen to explain the mechanism for order. 


 However, the theory that evolution alone can explain human life can be 
shown to be an ineffective challenge. The anthropic principle suggests 
that the universe provides us with what we need to survive and is capable 
of being rationally analysed by humans. This is due to a designer God 
working within the evolutionary process in order for life to be sustained. 
Thus, evolution alone cannot explain life. 


 In addition, if survival of the fittest were true then we would have no need 
for the appreciation of beauty, art, music and so on. However, we clearly 
do appreciate these things so an omnibenevolent God designed humans 
in such a way that we would appreciate beauty. God wants humans to not 
only survive but also to enjoy the world (the aesthetic argument). 


 There is much contemporary support for design. There is intelligent 
design incorporating irreducible complexity. Many support the anthropic 
principle such as Polkinghorne who argues that God continues to create 
and to sustain. P. Davies says that the universe being as it is without 
divine intelligence behind it is virtually impossible. 


 In response, it could be said that design is something that our mind 
imposes on the universe and actually the universe is completely chaotic. 
Therefore, with no design there is no need to infer a designer. 


 It could be argued that cosmological or ontological arguments are more or 
less effective than the teleological arguments. 


 
 


Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
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[20]3. (a)	 Examine	the	Augustinian	type	theodicy.


(b) ‘Augustinian type theodicies are irrelevant in the 21st Century.’
Evaluate this view. [30]
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A Level Generic Band Descriptors  
 


Band 


Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions      20 marks 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  
- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


5 


17-20 marks 
 Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  
 An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question 


set.  
 The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 


examples. 
 Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where 


appropriate. 
 Insightful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 
 An extensive range of views of scholars/schools of thought used accurately and effectively. 
 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


13-16 marks 
 Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  
 A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 
 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 
 Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Purposeful connections are made between the various approaches studied. 
 A range of scholarly views/schools of thought used largely accurately and effectively. 
 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


3 


9-12 marks 
 Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  
 A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 
 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of 


evidence and examples. 
 Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Sensible connections made between the various approaches studied. 
 A basic range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 
 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


5-8 marks 
 Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and 


relevance.  
 A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 
 The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence 


and examples. 
 Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Makes some basic connections between the various approaches studied. 
 A limited range of scholarly views/schools of thought used. 
 Some accurate use of some specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-4 marks 
 Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 


relevance.  
 A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  
 The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of evidence 


and examples. 
 Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Little or no use of scholarly views/schools of thought. 
 Very few or no connections made between the various approaches studied. 
 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


 
N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 
'knowledge in isolation' 


0  No relevant information. 
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions   30 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


25-30 marks 


 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised 
by the question set. 


 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed 
reasoning and/or evidence. 


 The views of scholars/schools of thought are used extensively, appropriately and in 
context. 


 Confident and perceptive analysis of the nature of connections between the various 
elements of the approaches studied. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


4 


19-24 marks 


 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Views of scholars/schools of thought are used appropriately and in context. 


 Purposeful analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of 
the approaches studied. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


3 


13-18 marks 


 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have 


generally been addressed. 


 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Views of scholars/schools of thought are generally used appropriately and in context. 


 Sensible analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 


approaches studied. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


2 


7-12 marks 


 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially 


addressed. 


 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with 


reason and/or evidence. 


 Basic use of the views of scholars/schools of thought appropriately and in context. 


 Makes some analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of 
the approaches studied. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


1 


1-6 marks 


 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question 


set.  


 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


 Little or no use of the views of scholars/schools of thought. 


 Limited analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the 


approaches studied. 


 Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


0  No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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Section B 
 
 


3. (a) Examine the Augustinian type theodicy. [AO1 20] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant points 
should be credited.  
 


 Augustine type theodicy argues that human nature had been completely 
corrupted at ‘The Fall.’ Augustine painted a very bleak picture of the 
human condition.  


 This is in complete contrast to the world that God created which was good 
and completely free from evil. Augustine type theodicy refers to Genesis 
which states that ‘God saw that it was good.’ It then explains evil as the 
result of the sin of angels and human beings. As evil was not created by 
God then God cannot be blamed for it, nor should God eliminate it. For 
Augustine evil is a privation of good, just as blindness is a privation of 
sight. 


 The theodicy argues that the reason for sin is down to angels and humans 
having free will and through concupiscence (desire, specifically sexual 
desire). They turn from God and the sinful nature is passed down through 
the sexual act which perpetuates the sinning. Natural evil is also seen as 
caused by the Fall. 


 As we are all descendants of Adam, the first man, we are also guilty of 
Adam’s sin. We were with Adam when he ate the apple, so his sin is our 
sin, his guilt is our guilt and likewise we deserve to be punished. ‘All evil is 
either sin or the punishment for sin.’ We fully deserve all evil that befalls 
us whether that has been inflicted by humans or nature as we were 
‘seminally present’ in Adam. 


 Augustine says that it is better to bring good out of evil than to not permit 
evil. Human understanding of evil is partial as we cannot see the whole 
picture, which God can. God knows that there is a purpose for evil in the 
world. In fact, Adam’s sin was a felix culpa, a happy mistake, as without it 
then Jesus would not have been sent to redeem humanity. 


 Jesus’ sacrifice allowed for atonement. The relationship which was ruined 
at ‘The Fall’ was put right again by his death. This allows for humans to 
choose to accept Jesus and reach heaven. We are all guilty so we should 
all be punished. God is a fair God but also a forgiving one. 


 Reference could be made to other scholars who discuss the free-will 
defence, such as Swinburne who champions the idea that it is vital that 
God gives humans free-will in order for the world we live in to be a real 
one. 


 
 


This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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 (b) 'Augustinian type theodicies are irrelevant in the 21st century.’ 
 
  Evaluate this view.  [AO2 30] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant points 
should be credited.  


 


 One line of argument that supports the statement is that Augustinian-type 
theodicies are based upon outdated biology. It is widely accepted that we 
are not biologically related to Adam. It may be debated therefore whether 
it is justifiable that humans are punished for Adam’s sin. The theodicy 
runs contrary to our current scientific worldview which has humanity 
evolving to an improved state (the opposite of the Augustinian type view.) 


 Another area supporting the statement might focus on the basis of the 
theodicy – i.e. the fact that it is based on a literal interpretation of the 
stories of Creation and The Fall. Today these accounts are generally 
deemed to be myths and so due to an incorrect interpretation of scripture 
these stories are not factual accounts. But, the literal truth of Creation and 
the Fall may be accepted by some believers today, making such 
theodicies consistent with tradition.  


 A line of argument could argue that our logical, empirical world cannot 
accept the many inconsistencies inherent in the theodicy.  The idea that 
evil came from perfection makes no sense whatsoever. Also, the idea that 
Hell was part of the created order is inconsistent with a perfect world. This 
lack of rational thought means the theodicy is irrelevant today. 


 The concepts of Hell and fallen angels are not accepted concepts in 
today’s world. The theodicy is reliant on a number of things that we reject 
today for its credibility. Indeed, the concepts of Hell and the existence of 
an omnibenevolent God are contradictory concepts. 


 However, many would argue that Augustine’s theodicy, with its emphasis 
on an omnibenevolent God, is wholly relevant today as this is clearly a 
concept that would be accepted by Christians as being compatible with 
the traditional view of the God of Classical Theism. The same applies to 
the concepts of God as a just God and to God as a merciful God. 


 The idea of humans being depraved could be seen to be personified in 
many humans throughout history and in today’s world. Today humans 
carry out the most atrocious acts which would lead many to say that they 
are in bondage to sin. 


 It also makes logical sense (hence fits with today’s worldview) that evil is 
not a substance, it is not ‘a thing’ in itself; it is merely the absence of 
good. It is a most relevant concept to say that there is a gap between 
what there is and what there ought to be in the behaviour of humans and 
in acts of nature.   Hence the theodicy is relevant 


 The theodicy is relevant when it gives humans responsibility for sinning as 
we see this at work in our justice system today. Hence the ‘workings’ of 
the theodicy tally with modern expectations. 


 
 


Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
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1. (a)	 Examine	 different	 versions	 of	 the	 teleological	 argument	 for	 the	 existence	 of	 God	 as
presented by Paley and Tennant. [20]


(b) ‘The	teleological	arguments	for	God’s	existence	are	not	effective.’
Evaluate this view. [30]
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